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"INSIGNIORIBUS FY 


ROMANORUM 


Et MN i UM, in re Poetic 
WADE maxime inclaruerunt Ro. 
mani, & Romanorum 
ei GIiL1ivs: Optimz 
5 quæque Regulæ, huic 
Arti inſervientes, non tam Criticorum 
Przceptis, quam M a RON IS exem. 
plo, ſunt it depromagys: Ut ideo de re. 
qui 


* 6 


DISSERTATION 
Upon the moſt Celebrated 


Roman 1G E DoS. 


r al the Nations in the 

7 * World, the Romans have 
W Ws mot'excelled in the Art 
Poet, and even, a- 
mong the Romans, VI R- 
61 las been the moſt deſervedly cele: 
brated * from whom the juſteſt Rules of 
this Art are rather to be taken, than 
from tlie diy; Precepts of tlie 185 riticks, 
fo the End, therefore, that we may the 
more truly aſcertain the Beauties, 2 
Faults, which occur among the reſt or 
the Writers of Heroic Poetry, let us 
A 2 compare 


*. 
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| 5 Heroici Carminis Scriptoribus, 
recte ſtatuamus Virtutes & Vitia, quæ 
apud ſingulos occurrunt, lectioni confe. 
ramus Virgilianæ; qui, fi ullibi defe- 
cerit Bucolici, nonnunquam puriorem 
immiſcuit Styli elegantiam, quam que 
Paſtoribus conveniat ; & ſæpe grandior 
ſonat Carminum Majeſtas, quam quz 
tenui avenæ conſona videatur. Apud 
quemlibet Georgicorum librum; i inimita- 

bili quàdam Sermonis Elegantia, Res 

ruſticæ explicantur; ſed ultimus, de 

 aApum Nat ura, valde, præter cæteros, ani- 
mum delectat; ubi, dum in tenui Ar- 
gumento procedit Poema, ſolennem 
quandam Sententiarum & Verborum 
Pompam ſtudiosè affectat Poeta. Apum 
ideo Opera Cyclopums aſſimulat Labori- 
bus, nec majori Carminum tumultu iſ 
ENEx & Toxxt recitat Certamina, 1 
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compare them with the an m Vike 
61; who, if he be in any Thing de- 
ficient, i it is, when he has ſometimes in 
his Eclogues mingled ſuch a' Purity of 
Style, as 1s not entirely agreeable 2 
the Dialect of Shepherds; and frequently | 
| the Dignity of his Verſe ſeems no way 
conſonant to the Rural Pipe. In every! 
Book of his Georgicks, he treats of Ch i. 
try Aﬀfatrs: with an inĩmitable Pleganey: 
of Style; but, above all, we are moſt de” = 
lighted with his laſt Book; Of the Nature 
of BEEs; where, in a Poem on ſo incor 
ſiderable a'Subje&, our Author pur poſe. 
ly affects a peculiarly foletrinan pormp-- 
ous Style. In this Piece lie compares the 
| Labours of the BEEHSs to thoſe: of the 
Celops; and in the ſame lofty Numbers 
recounts the Skirmifhes of theſe little 
Meer! armen themſelvesʒ as he ddes the 
n 4 1 Ren- 
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6 A Diſſertation upon ibe 


quam haſce InſeRorum Turmas inter 


ſeſe depræliantes. Ubique exiguæ Rei. 


publicæ Duces, Populi, Studia, Mores, 


&& tenue illud Imperium, quod intra Al. 
vearii Anguſtias exercetur, venuſti, ne- 
ſeio qua, Carminis Magnificentia expri- 


muntur: Quin hoc certe in toto Opere 


præcipue occurrit admirandum, quo- 


modo, dum Plantationis, Paſtionis, & 


Agriculturz curas exequitur Poeta, 
omiſſis uſitatioribus loquendi-: for mulis, 


materiæ tam incultæ locutionem Poeti- 
cam aceommodaret; quomodo ignobi. 
liori depreſſus Argumento nunquam ad 
Stylum Plebeium Orationem demiſerat: 


Sed tanta undique apparet Locutionum 


vis, ut multi ( quamvis temers ) Geor- 
gicos etiam Æneidi prætuliſſe non dubi- 
tarint; ſed in hoc Opere, per Argumen- 


: ah * * ** Poeſees. Partes 
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A. Praſtiiſe 


- Roman BORD: 1: 


19 of AN EAS and Tuxxos- 
All along, the Generals of this ſmalt 
Republick, the Populace, the Fact ions, 
the Cuſtoms and Forms of Government. 

exerciſed within the narrow Limits of 


the Bee-hive, are deſcribed with an in- 


expreſſible Beauty and Magnificence. 
Throughout the whole Work, what 
moſtly raiſes our Admiration, is, that 
in the Perſuit of his Diſcourſe on Plant- 
ing, Grazing, and Agriculture, (wa- 
ving the common Forms of Speech) he 
ſuits his Poetick Diction to ſo unpolite 
2 Theme; how; - ſeemingly depreſſed. 
with the, Meanneſs of his Subject, he, 
never. ſinls into ia Plebeian Style; but 
the Force and Energy of his Expreſſion 
are ſo conſpicuous, that many, too 
raſhly indeed, haye not ſcrupled to pre- 
ler the ann ein to the Eueid; But in 
' enpmoly - a Work 


/ : 


8: AD. iſertation ET the 


præſtitiſſe, quam Styli & Deſeriptionum 
Elegantiam. Quod ad utrumque atti- 


net, illud ſibi proprium ſemper vendi- 
cat Maxonts Pagina, ut, quicquid 


exprimat, mira quadam' Dulcedine ant 
mum ingrediatur, & quod deſeribat, 


melius quam ſi Oculis ſubjiciatur, tan- 


ne n intueamur. 
5 Nritttht 


N <& l 


In Styli puritate proxime Tera 
LucRETTUs, cujus Dictio, fi obſo- 


letæ aliquando Verborum' Antiquitati, 


& Numeris pene ſolutis agnoſeas, iſo 
rum Palato, qui Roman ſapiunt, perſua. 


vis videatur. In Deſeriptionibus tamen 
Cr AUDI A* ſecundus debetur Ho- 


nos, qui amenas Rerum Imagines ubi- 
que venuſtiſſima contextit Orarionte, in 
hoc folummodo vitioftis, quod: fits 


So par el, ſeinper ex 


HAI to 


C9 


Roman Ports. 9 


a Work of this Nature, no 'other Parts 9 


of Poetry could be diſplayed, except an 
Elegance of Style and Defcription In 
both theſe Ways VIX GIT has this, pe- 
culiar to himſelf, that he captivates the 
Soul with his wonderful Sweetneſs, and 
his Deſcriptions are as Lively, | as TeV we 
had the Object placed before our r Eyes. ; 


11 the Parity of his Style next fol- 

lows* LvuEktT1 vs, hoe Diction, 
allowing for his Obſoleteneſs, and 
Numbers almoſt Profaick, may chal- 
lenge a Share of Praiſe, in thoſe who 
have any Taſte of the Roman Elo- 
quence + For Deſcriptions however, the 
ſecond Poſt of Rane is due to CLA u- 
DIAN, Who has throughout, in a moſt 
beautiful Style, interwoven his agree- 
| able Images; faulty in this alone, that 


== Cr K 2 — 
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demque Verſus diverſis exponat Lo- 
quendi Mod is. In hac Arte ſeſe maxi. 
me profeciſſe ſatis nbverat . Au- 
N us; de quacunque enim re fatagit, 
aſſidus ſemper quærit que deſcribenda 
funt,. imo plurima ſumpſit Arguments, 
quæ tota in Deſeriptionibus. occupantur, 


ut videre eſt in Przfationibus, in Idhllis, 
in Libris de raptu PR os ERK PIN, de 


PHOENICE, HISs TRICE, Torr 


5 din Me & A Serge. 
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boos p1 v 7 i (ic erat) Audis „gend 
Homo) terſo quidem & polito Carmi- 
pe res exhibuit amatorias, in cæteris ta- 
men Operibus iſtiuſmodi occurrit Sermo, 
n in Triviis uti ſolent: Ille enim In- 

genio 


main Por T4, 11 


he expatiites upon his Subjects beyond 
all Decency, and frequently gives us 
the ſame Thoughts, diverſified only in 
Expreſſion. CCNA DAN well knew 
| what a Maſter he was in this Art, for 
on whatſoever Topick he is engaged, he 
diligently ſearches out Matter for De- 
ſcription, nay moſt of the Subjects he 
has wrote upon, are wholly ſuch, as 
may be ſeen in his Prefaces, his E- 
dogues, his Books of the Rape of Px o- 
SER PINE, his Phenix, his Porcupine, | 
his Cramp Hh, and moſt of his Er Phe 


CRATE. do 


Ovis: (like: a true Comte as hs 


was) deſcribes the Affairs of Love in 


| neat and polite Verſe. In the reſt * 
his- Woiks we meet with the moe 


vulgar Way of Expreſſion; for truſt· 
n ” | ing | 


= yarias optime depinxit Animalium Mu- 


12 A Diſſertation upon the 
genio ſuo confiſus de operoſiori Dit 


one elaboranda parum erat ſatis ſolici. 
tus: In Libro tamen Metamorphoſe-s 


tationes, dum prior paulatim exuitur 
by Forma & nova Juperinducitur, 5 


. n 


ee bee quod; jam tractamus 
Poctis Officium non rard optime pra- 
- itit Papixius; Locaxus neutrum, 
cujus Dictio, quanquam multùm ſonat 
inflata, nulla tamen Phra ſeorum aut 
Epithetorum Venuſtate animatur, ſed 
Orationi magis ſolutæ convenit, quam 
Poeticæ; imo certe tali plerumque utitur 
Verborum delectù, qualem vel Liber 
dedignetur Sermo. Et quanquam in 
Deſeriptionibus ſpill ms yerſatur, & 

In n . nunquam 0 


ni __ 


bend abe "TY 


ing to en 'Genfis;' He was Hua 455 
icitous about forming amore ef bbtate 
stile; but et, in "his" Metumorphoſpe, 
he His Paihted in the greateft Pe ws 
the Faridüs Ce vf all Ereitüteg 
and *the* Tririformations'® ages in 

a most ay and Brad Manner, : 
* 8 „Cg Eh gud Olms i 
8 10 lb chi beben lee 
both! eli Requifites Gf Pods, % ö 
How Bfervectz UC ribither? lol 
Dickion, althto· very. bombaſt, is not 
enlivetie& Either by beautifüppfitaerb er 
ae but! d FF; 


tir eb Tucci 3 bir Nek 

00 although he abounds'ih Perce 

| Gil afld alway HAAS eur 
Ut Kii forthe RI467 fürn Wis 

nadob b B Work 


excurrit, raro tamen, ut debet, Opus 
abſolvit. jam vero, quod ad STAT1UM 
attinet, plurima certe compoſuit ſum. 
mis Poetarum invidenda, ſed, inter 
; 85 gnas Vi ctutes, maxima -occurrunt Vi- 


—— ſeſquipedalia, nullique de Argu- 


feet. Tonitrua; Nec minus in Deſcrip- 


ta ſeripſerunt & ꝓræclara, pauca folum- 


I 14 A Diſſertation upon the 


In Dictione enim Verba nimis ad. 
mento habità ratione, vana numeris mi- 


tionibus peccat ; nimio enim calori in- 
dulgens, dum totis viribus excellere co- 
natur, ultra Finem tendit opus, & in 
tumorem excreſcit. In utrumque hu: 
jaſmodi vitium aliquando incidit Cx Au. 


D a Nus. Jam vero, quoniam de VIx. 
91711 nei dis Argumento varii mul. 


modo de 8 rar IIC & LUCA Nx Car- 


rum omnium ſola Epica haberi 


EONS 


. 136 
Work as de "EY or 1 His 
Takt to "_ es Regan 

IGOR 
But now; + as irs mn be has: 
given us Compoſit ions. wortliy of the 
Envy of the beſt Poets, But with al!“ 
his Bea ut ies, he Has: grea ter Faults; forz. 
in his ExpreGGon; he makes toe muclt 
uſe of Gigantiak Words; and nat con 
fidering his Subject, ming les uſeleſs 
Thunder in his Numbers; Nor is he 
les faulty in his Deſcriptions ; for, en- 
| couraging too great a Heat, While he 
attempts to excel, he ſhoots beyond his. 
Mark, and ſwells unnaturally. Of both 
which ee ee a too 
Al ee 


* cows Prom es ave Seed ma 
vy Pieces written, and thoſe of Note, 
| 'B 2 on 


26 A. Mie fntmmalen the 


| &ihentyuiDe. Luck x oO ad ſzpe in 
Diſfutationem venity an Hiſtoria, qui 
conſtat Pharſalicum Poema, idoneum 
lit Herozets Carminis Argumentum. 
v4 Jo yi 1 %% it ne. B 19% 3 508: 
Vora ideo Herofex: Poeſe.s Naturz 
inquirerida eftyi quam, apud Librum, de 
d Dignitate & Augmentis Scaencnrkum, his 
Verbisj: optime. NDOT: VIP KUL As 
1 pms Ein Wein 


1 # * 4 * 
* o 0 - 
*}7 | fil 


> 


nt. De Poet Narththithi 160 eam 
„ Neroicam àppellare a placet (modo 
hoc intelligas de Materia; non de Vet. 
4 ſu) ea a Fundame nto prorſus.nobili 
d exeltata. videtur, quod ad dignitatem 
« humanæ Naturæ imprimis i ſpectat. 
Cum enim Mundus ſenſibilis fit, A ni- 
<pdationall, be inteeldizerdle 
F 


0 C7 
4 my * _ LIE 


AY bY * 


on the Subject of Vers 1 LEntie; | 
(and leſs notice is taken of the Poetry 
of STAT1Us and Luc AN) towholt 
product ions only the -Latinsallow:the 
Title of Epick Poetry. As to Duel x, 
it has been often diſputed, Whether. M2: a 
ſtory, of which the Pharſalia conſiſts, 
be a proper Subject for an Hvrolek Po- 
mn. For the Deciſton of this Point, we 
muſt enquire into the true Nature Of - 
Heroic Poetry, which our Country: 
man, the Lord BA CO x, has ad mira: 
bly deſcribedin his. Freatiſe of The «442 
vancement*of- Learning. EAS 
& for Narrative Poeſie, or, if ou pleaſe. 
4. Haraicnl, ( you underſtand ir of 
then Matter, mot of the Verſe ) ir 
ſeems to be raiſed altogether from & 
noble Fbundation, which:: makes 
much föp che Dignity of Man Ma: 


. B 3- = 1 ture. 
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18 Diſſer tation upon the 


4 tur Poeſis' hac humanæ Naturæ lar- 


4 girl; quæ Hiſtoria denegat; atque 


« Animo,umbris rerum, utcunque ſatis- 


facere, cum ſolida haberi non poſſint. 


4 Si quis enim Rem acutius introſpiciat, 


« firmum ex Poeſi ſumitur argumen- 
4 tum, Magnitudinem Rerum magis 
4 Myſtrem, Ordinem magis perfectum, 

& Varietatem magis pulchram, Ani- 

* mæ humanz complacere, quam, in 


Natura ipſa,poſt Lapſum, reperire ullo 


. & modo poſſit. Quapropter, cum Res 


« geſtæ, & Eventus, qui vere Hiſtoria 
© ſubjiciuntur, non ſint ejus Amplitu- 


4 djnis, in quà Anima humana ſibi ſa- 
5 * tisfaciat, preſto eſt Poeſis, quæ Facta 


4 magis Heraica confingat: Cum Hr 
* ſtor vera, fucceſſus rerum, minime 


4 pro meritis Virtutum & Scelerum, 
eee, n * Foelis, & exi- 


* 0. 11 1 tus 


ture. For, ſeri eng en enübie 8 
« js, in Dignity, inferior to the Soul of 
Man, Poefe feems to endow human 
Nature with that which. Hiſtory de- 
« nies; and to give SatsfaQtion to the 
Mind, with, at leaſt, the Shadow, of = 
„Things, where the Subſtance cannop 
be had, For, if the Matter be thorough- 
« ly conſidered, a ſtrong Argumens 
may be drawn from Peefie, that a 
« more ſtately greatneſs of Things, a2 
more perfect Order, and a more 
| % beautiful Variety delights the Sou o 
Man, than any Way can be found. in 
Nature ſince the Fall. Wherefore 
* ſeeing the Acts and Events, whæh are 
© the Subje&t of true Hiſtory, are nuit 
af that Amplitude, as to content the = 
Mind of Man, Poeſie is ready at 
8 1 10 feign Ads more Herpical} 


Becauſe 


26 A. D eo fhtewaſin the 


4 tus/Ffortlinas/ſectndoin-racrira; & ex 
* lege Nemeſeos, exhibet Cm Hiſto- 
ria vera, obvi rerum ſatietate & ſimi. 
$6 litutline, animæ humanæ fa ſt id io ſit; 

. reſſeir eim Pboefis inèxpectata & va- 

« ria; & victfſirudinum pflena canens. 
* deb ut Poœſis iſta, non ſolum ad de- 
« lectationein, ſed etiam ad” Animi 
65 magnitadinem, & ad Mores conferat, 
« Quire®8Hmerſtd etiam Divinitatis cu- 

. & juſpkim —— videri poſſit; quia 

e animumerigitꝭ & in ſoblime rapit: f 

« rerum fimulachra ad animi defideria 

_ $|accommodandgy non animum rebus 

© (quod ratio facit & Hiſtoria J-ſubmit- 

$:tetido. “EA quo ſatis patet, veram 

Hiſtoriam eum Epico Poemate male 

cCobhvenire ; & proinde, Luci N u V, 

Juoad Argumentum, maxime defeciſſe 
Quinque,inzillius Pbemate, tanie mi: 
8 e „ cant 


\N u Romair Po: Tb. 


05 deu True Hiſtory. reports as = bs 
ceſſes of Buſineſs not proportiogabls 
„ topthe Merit of i Virtues. and Nices) = 
q Poeſſe corrects it, and prelettts Events 
« and: Fortunes according to--Defertz 
5 and: according to tlie Law of Pio 
rdence : ¶ Becauſe True Hiſtam, thro? 
the frequent Satiety and Siimiliq 
« tude:of Things, worksarDiftaſte:anc 
Miſpriſion in the Mind af Man; PM 
© eſie cheereth and refreſheth: the Soul) : 
6 chaunting Things rare, and various, 
" ant full of Viciſſitudes. 1:$0:a5Pdgic- 
&/fervethand cohferreth:to Delectatijon 
— Sins, e Gen arid: n ee 


« + have: "fours —— of: Divinss 
& nefs,: becauſe! it :accommodates i its 
„ Images andi Deſeriptions tO the ut: 


0 matt Deſire * Wiſh of the Soul; - 
24 "<5, m0 
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eant Heroes, C S An, PoMPErvus, 

BxuTus, CAT O, & Seb o. 
Omnes ſane tam Vita inſignes, quam 
Morte luctuoſi; quorum Virtutes (quan. 
tum licuit per humanam Naturam) 
Perfect ion ifti Heroice, quam reliqui 
Poetz Ducibus ſuis | falsd tribuerunt, 
proxime acceſferant. Lucanus Cx. 
$4 21 undique oblatrat, Po wt Et 
Partes ambitiosè fovet, ſed: BM UI & 
Caro NIS Encomia, ob Stoicum 
 (eredo) | illut Ingenium; quod cum 
hi habuit commune, maximꝭ celebrat: 
Et plurima cente, quæ L. VAN O ob- 
jicias, Philoſophiæ hujuſoemodi ſunt re- 
ſerenda. Inde immodicus iſte Ingenii 
tumor, & ambitioſa Sententiarum oſten- 
tatio, quam, cum ill Hominum turbaà, 
ſemper habet in Deliciis; inde quæ 
W ſunt, quam quæ bona ſunt, ma- 
aa 


& not en the nas to o Thind 1 9 
* or Facts, as Reaſon: and Hiſtory do.” J 
From whence it is ſufficiently manifeſt, 
that Hiſtory and Epick Poetry are by no 
means proper Companions; and there. 
fore, that Lu c AN has very much 

failed in his principal Subject: The five. 
Heroes, who make the greateſt Figure 
in his Poem, are C SAR, POM PET, 
BxuTus, CaTo, and CI ERO; 

each of them indeed as diſtinguiſhable 
in their Lives, as to bg ment it 
their D A ths;;. 
lowing for ihe Frailries of Human 
Nature, came neareſt to that: Pitch of Wl 
Heroick Perfection, which other Poets 


have falſely attributed to their nf 1 


Lue Ax every where ſnatls at C x- 


K A Bj os cn rg rp P 0 oa \ 


braten 
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luit preferte.il/Hino etiam; ih eximit 
Iſſa Poeſeas Virtute, Pa ſſionibub excitan- 
dis, ipſe (quiiomnes:Philoſophiz A fe 
tus tanquam ilfieitos exiſtimavit) 
male! ſuccefſerary ci Vitii unicum 
tamtum ( ut tabeam oteta) Argu- 
mentum̃ proferam ! Poſtquam in Pig. 
nad Pharſalicl Os ar de Pop fro 
Victoriam ſreporta vert Lm e IAK us 
muximòè debuir} Fallquid ab ips. Hi: 
_ Rovid alienum protuliſi, Jigdbrt quo! | 

dam Carmine immeritam doluiſſe 
Pd Ef ſortem, quippe quem; in toto 
Opereh ummo habüit Henore 3; vel fal- 
dem ißſbm P E T . (ut: icg end 
pak K Neolt, Arg. m entum) dal dc 

rift! Rome Liberthte)® Alt de A. 
miedrum Morribus / aut de proprit 
qquereflten IpfHrtimHs Gwbos {ſs 0 
porruice's Poeft . tameffl ah UöhJal- 


293810 ; modi 
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brates the Characters of B RUTUS and 


Caro, for that Spirit of - Stoiciſm, 
which he had equally imbibed with 
them: And, indeed, moſt of the Faults : 


objected to Lu CAN, are rather to be 


imputed to this Kind of Philoſophy. 


From whence ſprung that boundleſs 
Vein of Wit, and that peculiar Affecta- 


tion of a lofty Style; which, like that 


Sect of Men, he always delighted in, 
and therefore- gives the Preference ra- 


ther to Great, than Good Actions. And 
upon this Account, in raiſing the Paſſi- 


ons, (that moſt excellent Part of Poe- 
try) he ſucceeded but ill; becauſe, up- 
on the Principles of his Philoſophy, the 
Paſſions themſelves were accounted as 
abſolutely unlawful. To confirm this, 


(paſſing by many others) I will pro- 


e but one Inſtance : After CR SAR 


C | had 


26 A Diſſertation upon the 


modi Dolore tam longe abeſt, ut 
Po M EIL u N obnixe hortaretur, poſt. 
quam victus a Bello deceſſerat, ut C x- 
SARrs Victoris ſui commiſereſcat, 
quia nempè C x.s AR non ſine Scelere 
Waben . eſt; 


* 
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had obtained the Victory over PO . 


FEY, in the Battle of Pharſalia, L u- 


c A N certainly, (if he had enlarged on 
any Circumſtance foreign to Hiſtory it 


| ſelf) ſhould, upon ſo remarkable an 
| Occaſion, have lamented the undeſerved 
Fate of PO Mv E x, in the moſt mournful 
Strain; eſpecially ſince he pays fo high 


a Deſerence to him th roughout his 
whole Work; or, at leaft, (as there 


| was an open Field for Grief ) he ſhould 


have introduced POM E v, either 


complaining of Rome's loſt Liberty, the- 


Death of his Friends, or his own Mis- 


fortunes. But Lu e AN is fo far from 
raiſing the Paſſions. to this juſt Heighth, 
that he warmly adviſes PO M E x 
(hen vanquilhed, he retires from the 
Field of Action) to commiſerate the 


Condition of his Conqueror C x s A R 
= i becauſe 


— —_ 
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28 A Diſſertation upon the 


Nene juvat pulſum tells ef le, e 2 

iſtud 

| Proſpexif e-( nefas ) ſpamante Cale 

cater vas? 

| Reſpice turbatos in . u Jonguini 
ame, 

| Et Sacerz miſerere 1 tu; C Lector 

Romam 

 dntrabit factus camps ft or Wit 
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becauſe he had, not won the Day, h 
by unjuſtifiable Methods. | 


Dont You rejoice that Jon Alen 
Foes 5 

Have ſnateli'd JC 01 from, a Scene 4 future 
Woes ? 

That bleſt in Exile you eſcape the Sight 

07% Armies bleeding i in domeſtick Fight; 57 

Behold. each River drags leer 
Hood, Ba en 

choabd up: with Carnage and dla 4 | ; 

_ with Blood; ee. 

| Tour Victor. Sire with. bini Hes ws 
ſurvey,.. 

Nor envy. Bin the Fortune of the Day. 


How ſhall: he. enter Rome devaid. of : 
Shame, 


Who on the e Ruins builds his. 


2 nth cn = «+ 12 
, 
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— 


Quis tulerit Poetam tam ridicule phi. 
joſophantem? quaſi vero PO M tins 
Senex, Exul, Miſer, Triumpha tus, ob 
Victorem ſuum quamvis ſceleſtum 


Commiſerationem quandam conciperet: 


mum quidem maximè Stoice ſapuiſe 


oportuerat, qui omnibus hiſce Fortunæ 
Donis ſpoliatus, tantum in nudA Virtu- 
te poneret Felicitatem. Sed nullus Po- 


etarum, niſi VIX GILIus, hujuſmo- 


_ diafficiat Dolore: Alii plerunque, dum 


merorem aliquem Lectoribus induce- 
rent, in illo peccant, quod nimia Pro- 
lixirate ſefe in queſtus effundant, nec un- 


quam fatis Lachrymarum exhauſtum 


eſſe ſentiant, vel Ingenium, quod max- 
me poſſint, Verſibus infundendo, fack 
unt, ut magis Carmina miremur, 
quam materiam lugeamus. De utro- 
3 cavit XIX 90 LIU 5, qui mers 

Ripper 
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WhO can bear to hear the Poet Phi. 


loſophizing in this ridiculous Manner? 
As if Pour kv, a Man in Vears, an 
| Exile, © Miſerable, and Vanquiſhed, 
ſhould have any Concern upon him 
for the Crimes of his Conqueror : : He 
ought' to have been very much ſtoicized - 


indeed, who, deſpoiled of all the Goods | 


of Fortune, could place the Sum of his 
Felicity in meer naked Virtue But 
none of the Poets have touched this 
| Paſſion of Grief like VIX 611. The 
Generality of other Writers, when 
they attempt to move their Readers, 
offend in this Point, that they are too 
prolix in ſpinning out their Complaints, - 
and think their Flood of Tears inex- 
hauſtible; or elſe, while they labour 
to expreſs the Greatneſs of their Seni 
ws, in the 'Profuſencts of their Verſe, ra. 

ther 


1 5 2 — 
_— 
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ſemper Simplicitate luQtuoA,- ut in 


fe ſunt, exhibuit ; & leviter quicquid 


dolet perſtrinxerat: . Lamentationes 


<« enim, inquit CI ER o, debent eſſe 
4 breves & conciſæ, quia Lachryma 
ſubito exareſcit, & difficile eſt, Au- 
4 ditorem aut Lectorem, in ſummo illg 


« animi animi affectu, tenere.“ Ut 


vero ad 8S rA IuN redeamus, illi qui- 
dem Spiritus non rard feliciter aſſurgit, 
cui dum temperare nequit, neſcio quas 
projicit Ampullas, & vana Carminibus 


addit N umerorum Terriculamenta, 
T.HEBALDIS. quidem Argumentum 


Ingenii | ſui Truculentiz, ſed. non Hero: 
| ico Poemati ſatls aptum videatur: 


ETEOOEES enim, PolYNICESE 
& Typus, quorum geſta hoc Car- 
mine celebrantur, nihil habent eor um, 


ſi unicam Fortirudinem demas, qua 
con- 


ESI 
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ther raiſe our Admiration at the Flow- 
ing of their Numbers, than excite our 
Pity in the Cataſtrophe of their Story. 
Vis GIL has carefully avoided both 
theſe Extreams, and dreſſes his Images 
of Sorrow in their Native Simplicity; 
and where-ever he touches upon the 


Pat het ick, he does it with a maſterly 


quickneſs: For, according to Ci- 
CERO, Our expreſſions: of Grief ought 
to be ſhort and conciſe, becauſe our Tears 
quickly dry up, and it is unnatural to 
detain either an Auditor ori N in 
too long a Saſpenſic on of Grief. 

But to return to STA Ius, TY 
Spirit is indeed lofty and aſpiring, to 
| which while he gives too great a 
Looſe, he runs into Bomhaſt, and to 
his Poetry often adds uſeleſs ſounding 
Words: The wer” of his Thebats 

ſeems 


34 A Diſſertation upon the 
conveniunt Heroibus: Imo, in toto 
Poemate, nulla niſi Scelerum, qualia 
ſunt Parricidii, Perfidiæ, Immanitatis, 
Odiorum, proferuntur Exemplaria; 
dum in omnibus ferè, quos ſuo Car. 
mine induxit VIX GILI us, ago 
ra quædam illuceſeunt, & in ipſo # 

N E A ſummam Pietatem erga Dev 
Natum, Conjugem, Amicos, & Paren- 
tem, Oculis ſemper habemus ſubjectam 
Epitheta plerunque S TATIANA 
multum ſonant metaphoricè, dum in- 
animatis illa tribuuntur, quæ Anime 
libus conveniunt. In Verbis tamen, 
nec rard ſine maxima Elegantia, Meta- 
phoras conſectatur CrauDianus; 
Vir G1L1vs in utriſque parciſſimus; 
STATIUs plurimas rerum ſimilitudi 
nes compoſuit, multum ſæpè de VII- 
sri Ingenio referentes, in qua arte 
melids 
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ſeems indeed ſuited to the Barbarity of 
his Genius, but is beneath the Dignity 


of an Heroick Poem. For neither E- 
TEO CLES, Pol YNICESs, nor 
TVD Eus, whoſe Actions are record- 
ed in this Poem, have any thing in 


them, except their Fortitude, agreeable 


to Heroes: Nay, throughout the whole 


Piece, there are no Examples produc'd, 
unleſs of Perſons infamous for the moſt 
flagitious Enormities, ſuch as Parricide, 
Treachery, Cruelty, and Revenge ; 
while, on the contrary, every Thing 


Praiſe-worthy ſhines. bright in VI R- 
GIL's Heroes; and in the Perſon of 


EN EAS we have. placd before our 
| Eyes an Inſtance of conſummate Piety 


towards the Go p's, his Son, his Wife, 

| his Friends, and his Father. The Epi- 

8 of S TATiug are generallß 
| forcd 


— — 


— 


— 
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melius ſucceſſerat Luc A x us, ſi aliquid 
unquam mediocre admiſerat; ſed dum 
> VixGiLius ad Apes, ad Wemiem 
& iſtiuſmodi Naturæ ludicra deſcendir, 
nihil unquam niſi Quercum fulminatam, 
Terræ Exitium, aut Mundi Confla- 
grationem ebuccinat Luc AN us. Ft 
hiſce tandem, quorum alii non opere 
Pretium duxerunt meminiſſe, de He. 
roicis Scriptoribus breviter perſtricti 
De Satyricis reſtat dicendum; quorum 
omnium Ju vEN ALIS & HORI. 
r lus Palmam dubiam quidem fecerunt: 
Inter Literatos enim multum diſcrepat, 
utrum morda x illa Ingenit acerbitas 
qua ſuam armavit paginam Ju- 
NAL IS, an potius HO RAI II feſti- 
vez Irriſiones, magis Satyræ conveni. 
ant: Ut vero de utroque rectus, ſta: 


pow pauca privs fant ene 
79000 Oh 


— 
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forced and very metaphorical, while 


| ſuch Properties are aſcribed to Inani- 


mates, as really only belong to Animals. 


In the Choice of his Words, and fre- 
quently in his Metaphors, he is fol- 


lowed by CLav DIAN with the utmoſt 


Elegance. Vixen is ſparing i in both 


theſe Particulars; STAT1 vs abounds 


much with Similitudes, in which he 
ſeems to imitate V. IRGIL; but in this 


Inſtance. Luv CAN had had better Syc- 
ceſs, if he had hit upon the proper Me. 


dium: *. But while Vi RG IL "foot 
down.to the humble Subjects of Bet 


1. 


eAnts, and other ſuch like delig rheful 


Themes of Jature; on the Wee 
land, Luca N Veltows" obt' "nothing 


but Stories of Oaks ſplit | b y Lightenings 


Earthquakes, and the Worlds Confla- 
cel Let this, in ſhorr, ſuffibe, 
: D obſer 
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Ob. infamem' vite ſux laſciviam, etiam 
nunc temporis, male audit Ho « a- 
Ti U, "Fx Virtutem tamen ſemper rigide 
coluit: 1. 6 EN Alis; Ille in Abſolutiſſ. 
wa Avg us T1 Aula verſatus eſt, hie 

n peſſima D IAN Tempora 
incidiſſet : : Proinde, ut ad ſua & Szculi 
utr iuſque Ingenia Opera accommoda- 
rent Poetæ, HoRATTus totus in ludi- 
cro exercetur Argumento, nec Morum 
Licentiam, ſed indecoras qua ſdam Au- 
licorum Ineptias plerunque inſectatur; 
non ided abfuiſſet umm rr 7 | 6 


—_— 


ueriz, fin 
e. Men tis 
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ober 4b concerning the OE: of | 
Heroic Poetry, in itſelf Nes e, „and hover 
bctore taken N otice of. - . ee 


Something. now remains to be ſaid 
of the Satyriſts, among whom whe- 
ther JD ENAL or Horact have 
moft Right to the Buys, it is dfficult 
| to determine; for it has been long 
| a Diſpute ameng the Learned, Whether 
that Keenneſs and Bitterneſs of Expreſ- 
| fon with which JuvenaL has armed 
= his Satires, or Hor a ce?s more jocoſe 

| Lampoons are moſt agreeable to the 
End of SA TIX E. Now that we may 
give a clearer Deciſion on this Head, 
| few Things muſt be premiſed. H o- 
RACE bears, to this Day, an ill Cha- 
racter for the Looſeneſs of his Con- 
| duct in Life. Ju vERN AL was a rigid 
D 2 Practiſer 


* 2 
l 
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Mentis Indignatio, Orationis Ardor, & 
Ingenii Acrimonia, rectiſſime aptari 
videantur. Quamvis ubi ad Joculari, 
Animum demittit, non rard Satyris 
Feſtivitatem fundit HorAaTiaNam, 
Vterque ideo (modo diverſum conſu- 
las Argumentum ) ſuo quidem Genere 
perfectiſſimus emicuit; in illo Ridicu- 
lum Acri melius, in hoc Acre Ridiculo, 


Jam 


practiſer of Virtue. The one was con- 
verſant in the moſt perfectly polite 
Court of AuGusTus; the other lived 
in the Dregs of DomiT1iaXx's Time; 
and therefore both theſe Poets accom- 
modated their Writings to the Manners 
of the different Ages they lived in: For 
Hor ACE is intirely upon the ludicrous, 
and perſues not ſo much the Liĩcent iouſ 
neſs of the Times, as the reer 
Fopperies-- of ſome + paxticu}ar ..C 
tiers z. for had he attempted 10 6 7 
theſe Trifles with Severity, he had qt 
miſſed of being laughed at:: But c IK 
VEN AL laſhes the groſſeſt & rimes 
prevalent. in his Time, and complains 
of Enormities which one would be 
aſhamed to mention; and nothing leſs 
than the higheſt Reſentmemt of Soul, 
Ay of Expreſſion, and Shazpneſs 
00 N D 7 of 


A 
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: Natz z certe HoxaTi Opera, Ad. 
Pantene potius ſunt digna quam En- 
8 comiis, nec majora ſolum Vituperatione, 


Fed etiam Laude. 


Jam vero, quod ad Dramaticos atti- 
net, PL AuTI & TERXEN III Argu. 


menta, Sales, Elegantiæ ubique aded 
vulgantur, ut aibil de novo poſſt 


— — 
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of Speech, could be an equal Match to 
Crimes ſo notorious; though whenever 
he deſcends to be jocoſe, we frequently 
meet with the Pleaſantry of Ho- 
RACE. Both of them, allowing for 
the different Manner of their Writing, 
are perfect Maſters in their ſeveral 

Ways; in the one, the Ridicule appears. 
better than the Severe, in the other, the 
Severe better than the Ridicule. „ 


I ne reſt of Hon A cs Pieces are 

ſo admirable, that they exceed our high- | 
eſt Encomiums, and are not only beyond 
bur Diſlike, but above our Praiſe. | 


As to what concerns, the Dramatic 
Poets, PLAuTUs and T ERENCE 
bear away the Bell, whoſe Plots, 
Turns, and Elegancy of Style, are 0 
well known, that nothi 
Gid upon them. 


* 
| # 
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Do TELE TY vero tam diverſe ſen. 
tiunt, ut alii inter ſummos Tragicorum, 
alii infra Infimam annumerent: Illj 
| quidem Ingenium valde magnum, Ora. 
tio elegans & conciſa, abundat Senten- 

tiis plerunque acutis, Stoicam ſemper 

Philoſophiam, quam amplexus eſt, re- 
dolentibus. Unde omnibus fere, qui 
Artem Dramaticam parum ſapiunt, 
ſemper eſt in Deliciis; fi tamen ad hanc 
$ reſpicias, 'Tragediz ubique plurimum 
K - Jaborant, & iſtud vitii (ut reliqua pre- 
by termittam) SEN ECR peculiare vide- 

atur, ut quoſcunque inducat Interlocu- 
| tores, nulla, ad Perſonas quas Huſtinet, 

habita ratione, eundem ſemper unicui- 
que tr ibuat loquendi modum: Omnes 
| ſeveriora ſpirant Philoſophiz Dogmata, 

& que Stoæ magis 3 quam 
* : - Theas 
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As ro 8K E NEC A, Mankind have 
had different Opinions ot him; ſome 
have ranked him with the beſt Trage 
dians, others have funk him below the 
worſt. He certainly had a great Ge- 
nius, an elegant and conciſe Way of 
Expreſſion; he abounds. with ſmart 
Turns, which always favour much of 
that Stoiciſm of which he was a Fol- 
lower, upon which Account he has al- 
ways been eftecmed by thoſe who have 
| had. little or no Late of Dramatic 

Poetry ; ; but then if we confider bim as 
W fuch, his Tragedies are throughout too 

| elaborate; and this, to paſs by his other 
Faults, ſeems peculiarly SENE © A's, 
that he makes all his Actors (wittion 
any Regard to the Characters they 
bear) talk i in the ſame Strain; all of 
them 


* 


— 
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Theatro. Eadem ſemper Styli Magni. 
ficentia ſuperbiunt Rex, & Nuncius, 
Imo ipſam Nutricem (plurima. enim 
tam acute profert) Stoicorum Preceptis 
non mediocriter imbutam ſentias. 


* { , 


Inter Epigrammatiltas potiſſi mum 
emicuerunt MaxrTiAcis & CLavpr 
Aus; Ille ſemper, in extremo Poemate, 
Ingenii ſubjecit acumen, & ſzpe fimiliz 
inſequitur Verkorum 'Fintinnabula;; 

Hic, per, * toturn Ex pigratnma, fuum Fl 
Hergit Salem; & venuſtiſſima ubique 


utitur Jatigitats Elegantid.. | = 
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them COT rigid philoſophical Dog- 
mata, and ſuch Morality as is rather 
fit for the Schools of the Stoicks, than 
the Raman Theatre: For with him the 
King and the Slave ſtr ut in the fame 
Buskin; nay, you may perceive the 

Nurſe W ſelf deeply tinged with. the 
Pr inciples of Stoiciſm. 1 | 


Among the Epigrammatifts Max 


T1 A1 and:iCr \UDLIAN have bore 


the greate(t Reputation; the firſt, for 
the ſevere Point in the Cloſe of his Epi- 

grams, and the peculiar Jingle of his 

Words. The other, for diſperſing the 
Poignancy of his Wit throughout his 
Epigrams, and that in the moſt beautt- 
ful Latin Phraſe, 


The 
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S tamen Poetarum Vulgus, de 
iſtiuſmodi mediocribus ſunt, quos nec 
Dii nec Homines conceſſerunt; & quam- 
vis una aut altera apud affectatas Ca. 
TULLI Cantatiunculas, TISVIII 
aut PROPER TII inhoneſtam pagi- 
nam, & Carmina incurioſa, illuceſcat 
Virtus, non tamen eſt Operæ Pretium 
Gemmas inter Stercora eruere. 


| Roman Por E T 85 49 | 


The reſt of the 2 8% of 2 Lale 
Poets creep ſo low in their Numbers, 


that they are beneath the Notice either 


of Go »s'or Men: And tho' we may 
now and. then. diſcover, in the affected 
Songs and Sonnets of CArulLus, and 
the obſcene Po ET RY of Ti BULLUS. 
and PRO EK Tus, ſome not diſagree- 
able Pieces, yet it is not . worth our 


while to rake the Dunghills for the ſake 
of the ne | 


tz, tam paucos. Extitiſſe,. Qui Elegia- 


— 
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ERIE oe ED Epc F ike mira- 
l ri ſoleo, Ex tot tantiſ 
aue viris in Antiqua claſ- 
4 1 4 ſicorum Poetarum pagj- 
STEW na Transſerendä, vel Ope- 
nb, vel commode-Jucundeque Verſa- 


my OS; vel dignos oper ſua Ju- 
dicaverl lat, 
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Have oy WondereZphal t, 
among ſo Many, who 
have Bufied or Diverted 
Themſelves in Tranſſa- 
dug the Ancient Claſſick 


Pan 8, fo Few have thought the Mri- 
ters of ELEGY Worthy their Pains, or 
A muſement. I cannot but Believe that, 


— 
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dicaverint, vel quidem ſuo otio digncs 
Haud Ego quidem poſſum credere,quin 
Hi in propria ſcribendi Norma perinde 
feliciter Succeſſerint-, atque alii; ac 
proinde cum non minori Emolumen- 
to, quam cum voluptate Legantur. Ad 
me quod Attinet, Affirmare poſſum, F. 
am fuiſſe ſemper animi temperationem 


mei, ut Eandem v caſui protervè for- 
tuito vel Difficultati rerum procaciter 
obliquæ Stomachantem, Longe facilius 
Lenire me, atque mulcere potuiſſe Sen- 
ſerim, Dulcem optando Comitem Tibul. 
Tun, quam vel Philoſophorum Lectiones 
vel præcepta Theologorum Conſulendo. 
: Quicquid enim eſt ſolenne valde, id 
omne, aliquam, neſcio quam, prohibito- 
riam Coactionis faciem, præ ſe ferre at. 
que oſtentare videtur. Adeoque eſt 


your ſemper inauſpicata aut nay e 
cujullt- 


As 


 Riman Ele giac Poets 63: 


Theſe have e as happily in their: 
Way, as the Others, and that They: 
may be Read with no leſs Advantage 
than Pleaſure. For my own Part, I. 
can affirm, that when at any time my 
Mind hath been rufedby ſome.peeviſh- | 
| eAccident or Diſappointment, IL. have 
always found my. temper ſooner com- 
| poſed by taking a Turn with IIBLCLI 
LUS in my Hand, than by having; re- 
courſe: to the Leſſons of PHILOSO- 
PHV, or the Precepts of DIVINES. - 
Whstever i is very ſolemu, carrietli with 
it, I don't know how, ſomewhat: of 
Conſtraint: And it frequently happens 
by an unlueky Diſpoſition either in the 
Pepil or the Preacher, that-Thoſo. ſe-- 
| verer Kinds of Diſcipline (I ſpeak not 
This with the leaſt Irreyerence) ſerve: 
1. to Puniſb, tlian Reform: Us. It: 
| E 35 N is 
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cujullibet aut Docentis Indoles, Ut, Ex 


quovis ſeverioris diſciplinæ Genere, no- 
ſtræ potius pœna voluntatis, quam men- 
tis Emendatio Naſcatur. Verbis Enim 


ita ſtrenue contendere, ut, munus eſſe 


rectæ rationis, hoc vel illud agere, mens 
hominum convicta fateatur, non eſt res 


duri forſitan plena Negotii: At vero, ad 


illud idem munus obeundum, aliquem 


fortiter & Suaviter Impellere, Hic cl 
plane operoſus flexanimæ Orationis La- 


bor, Hoc ſummum Artis Miſterium. 
Digna quidem Hæc Horatii Sententia, 


quæ 125 mente . maneat. 


Virtus eſt 2 itium fugere, & ſapiens 
_ Stultitis onthe and 108 *[ Py 


Annon Eodem Werde jure dicere pol 
ſimus, E voluntarit. quadam ' Erum- 


nar UM 
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is perhaps no Difficult Matter to Con- 
vince One of the Reaſonableneſs of 
This or That Action, but the Secret lies 
in Engaging One in the Prat ice. It 
is a Memorable Sentence of a Celebra- 
ted MoxarisTr T 1 | 


Viftus 0% vitium fugere, & Sopientia 
Stultitia car wie. Hor nh HY 


« It is the Beginning of VixTua to 
© Depart from Viet; and the Firſt 
« Step towards WIs DOM is to Forſake 
« our FoLLy.” May it not as juſtly * 
be aid, The Firſt Step towards Ha p- 
1 is to Forget our MiskRY ? The 
beſt Method to bring That about i 5 not, 
I preſume, by eAlarming the Trixx- 
ING FACULTY, but by Soothing and 
Lulling to Reſt our too ee and Un- 
guiet REFLECTIONS Ss. Whilſt 
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narum noſtrarum Oblivione primum 
Surgere ad felicitatem gradum. Quem 
quidem Si aſſequi Optume Volumuy, 
non debere nos cogitabundam nimis, 
ſollicitamque illam, quæ nobis eſt In- 
ſita, particulam Exufcitare;. tumultu- 
antes autem rerum ideas Mulcere, & 
motos animi fluctus Componere, multo- 

magis opportere Confido. 


Donec Noſtra hujuſmodi Corpuſeu 
la, Miſera illa quidem & vacillantia na- 
vigiola, incertum hujus vitæ curſum te- 
nent, & i in prope mediumuſque oceanum 
immani & feroci ventorum vi pelluntur, 
Longe ab. aſpectu Littoris hoſpitibus 
Manſusti; Certo Certius eſt, Navi- 
gantes in illis animas Noſtras, Gaudi 
permagna Intis Oborientia Sentire, 


Quando ablogruentiextrinſecis fror 
ipſe 


— 
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WILsT Our Poor tottering BARK 
continues in This Uncertain Voyage of 
Life, and is {© often kept out at Sea in 
rough and ſtormy Weather, far from the 
ſight of any Hoſpitable Shoar, the Sour, 
its, PASSENGER, cannot ſure . but feel 
a2 mighty © Satisfafion ariſing within, 
when ſhe finds Herſelf afterwads Seal. 
Ing, as it were, away under ſmoother 
0 outſes, and born gent iy down the Tide 
of TEN. DERNESS in . and um 
ol Passion. E nr ues J 1 85 ; 
| „ne l la Oban in as that : 
never fails 33 to Affect a Heart 
that is rightly placd: And there is, in 
my Opinion, ſomething peculiarly mo- 
ving in the VERS EkS of That Good. natu- 
red Claſs of PoerTs- CeATULLUS,, TL. 

BULLUS, PROPERT IUS, and OVID. 
There. 


58 An Ffſay upon the 
ipſæ ſeſe quaſi furtim Retrahentes, & 
_Levativs affectantes iter; Leniter natant 


voluptat is aquas, Plaridaque f. Funntur 
-paſhonls-aura. Secundo (ut ita dicam) 


teneritatis e OO 


. 0 FC Rx 


pgs que aunquam non let be. 
nt ſormatum pectus, grata dulcedine af: 
feeere atque Ego quidem Opinor in Pro 
bæ His: atque Ingenuz ; Claſſis Pocta- 
rum, Catulli nempe, Tibulli, Proper- 
ti, & Ovidii - verſibus, aliquid, neſcio 
quid, ſingulare atque valde patheticum 
Exiſtere. Certum Eft, inter illa Ele- 
giaci ordinis carmina, Catulli perpauca 
eſſe apte Judicatdque numeranda. At, 
-quandocunque | teneriora humanitatis 
argumenta tractat, Minervæ ſua vem 


alflant odorem ſententiæ omnes, pro- 
pr ietatem | | 
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There are k putrite Pieces of C ATU Ma 
LUS, it is true, that can ſtrictly be 
ranked among Theſe: of the ELEOIAG 
Ox DER: But whenever HH doth 
Touch upon the. ſofter Subjects of Hu- 
MANITY, his Seatiments have the ut- 
moſt Prepriety and Delicacy and 
therefore I could not but mention Him I 
among His Companions... They wer e, 
eAll Four, Men of Family and Condit | 
0! in their Country. Their Iaclina- 
tions led T hem naturally to PLEASURT, . 
and Their Good Senſe to a Diſcovery of 
the Knaver) of Bus1NEss, and the Va- 
ty of AubITToN. The Three Furmer 
may be ſaid to have Been as ent raordi- 
nary a TRIUHIReATE, as, perhaps, 
any Age hath Produced, I mean in an 
Ile Muy of Life: Pola in their Max- 
5 ne Fon runre- Sb. 
1903. b % 40400 ee 
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prietatem vel accuratiſſimam glans 


 Summamque redolent Elegantiz ame. 


nitatem. Ac proinde nihil alind agere 
potui, quam nt Inſigne ipſius nomen in 
ſociorum eũdem ſtudiorum ratione va 
lentium numerum referrem. Eminebant 
Hi Quatuor, in Patria ſuà, clari Natali 
bus, &, ut tum erant tempora, re pluſ. 


quam mediocri Fruebantur. Ad vo- 
luptatem traxit ſua quemque Indoles; 


ſinguli vero, recta uſi ratione, ed fapientic 
pfoceſſerunt, ut; & publici pravitatem 


n negotil, & caducam prorſus Elati faſtus 
incertique honoris is Exploraverint in- 


anitatem, Tres Priores Jure merito 
dicantur Triumviratum . perinde IIluſ- 


_ trem, conſtituiſſe, atque ulla unquam 


protulit: Æta;; Siquidem vivendi mo- 


dum ſplendide otioſuto ſpecte mus. Fer 


politis ornati moribus, Rerum copia 
affluen- 
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fil in Their 'Auours; Huy in 
each Other AcqQuarnTance; Belou. 
ed, in general, while they © Lb; 
and Univerſally Lamented, when They 
DrEn. As for , He was certain- 

ly Maſter of all tlie ine Qualitir t ani 
eAecamp l ſpment a chat vuldi be deſired. 
in a GENTLEMAN. But haviag Of- 
fended , ο, either by Har- 
pening to be an Unexpetted Mit un, 
that EuNBROA“s Laue. tmg, or 


elſe eee Deforibing Hic 
Oum ( which was the Crane. Praten; 


his Fiftzeth Years and Languilhed ont 
the [Remainder of His Days dt Tabs 
MOS (the Modern DEMESI/AER as. 
ſome think) There are I believe bar 
two Iaſtunces in Story of a Paniſument 
like'Thirfor What, an, - 
e e 


ded )-He was Benin Hm TTdL Tin 


mY 4. Eſch 1 he 


bene ſuocedentes in amori- 
bus, Pl eum familiaritate ſibi In- 
: vicem beatè conjuhtti, Quamdiu vixe. 
rut tamdin uſque viguere humani Ce. 
_ -neris:delicie; & tandem cum a vivo. 
rum regionibus diſceſſerunt, eds utique | 
tonihes diſceſſum Lugentes Relique- 
46 Quantum ad Ovidium attinet, erat 
He djuidem omnibus illis Apprime or- 
natus i morum & ingenii dotibus, 
quæ adgabſdlute fingendum. hominem 
planqzu gineraſim conducere poſſe vi 
_ deantifr.vrQuiippe? Lratus illi Auguſt- 

us, vel quod Inſpetatò iſtius imperato- 
ris Ocultæ Laſciviæ teſtis aderat*fortui- 
O tus, vel quod proprios amores:(utilli {pe 
ciosè vełtebatur Crimini) impudicè ni- 
mis deſcribebat, Eundem Annum haben. 
tem Quinquageſimum Ex Italia in Exi- 
Bam mittebat. Exul reliquum miſeri 
ed 71 vitz 
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nter ſauromatas in Cĩvitate (cuĩ nomen 
rtecens Temeſwaer, uti gre 
EHxtremum obiit Diem. Hujafmodi 
Suppliciorum Exempla non niſi Bina ; in 
omnibus Hiſtoriarum Monumentis Eſ- 
- ſe credo reperienda, ubi, quod eſt puni. 
tum (ſi malum quam duriſſimè ap- 
pellemus) illud inconſideratè ſolum. 
modo atque temers factum vocare poſ 
ſumus; Alterum Ovidii Perſonæ ſorte 
Contigit, Rabutini alterum. Horum 
quidem Principes, pari certè, illoque ſu- 
premo dominandi Jure Gaudebant, Sa- 
Ptentia fruebantur Pari, paribus Suſpi- 
"_—— angebantur. | 


Ip Geniorum, quibus Hi. Erant 
praditi, eng ſane delineatio, Nos 
bundeè doceat — quantum 
i S. cientiæ 


66 An [jay an be 

| Scientis lumen, quamque dulce & F. 
legans Emolumentum, Compoſitiſſima 
quæque Horum Poetarum themata, men- 
tibus afferant bene atque nitidè prepa- | 
ratis. Ac Revera, Quam in amicitia 
fidem inviolatam, Quos teneros in amo- 
re Impulſus, Quam in propinquos Be- 
nevolentiam aſſiduam, Quz tandem 
omnium virtutum Moralium Monu- 
menta intuemur? Quz videmus Exem- 
plaria? Quæ, quæſo Utique, non vi. 
demus? Ut mille Ingenii ornamenta 
-  Omirtarn, ut przteream miram illam 
Dulcedinem & felices muſicæ numeros 
poeticæ tenere Cadentes, Ut taceam 
denique Genuinas illas & quaſi Iam- 
woe Spirantes vine kmagines, que 

quidem 2 ut vir, 4 facis 
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ing. And, indeed, What Sincerity i in 
FnlENDsHIr, What Fondneſs in Love, 
What Kzndneſs to RELATIONEs, What 
Iaſlanceraf all the Social VixTues do 
We not meet with in Their Writings ? 
Not to mention a thouſand Ornaments 
of Mit, a wonderful Sweet neſs, and eaſy 
Cadexce in their Numbers, and fo True 
a Piftare of Life, that one can ſearce 


Fancy the Scene to lye at dhe * 
it is placed, . 
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que nobiftum . 5 cogitante re- 
vera ſentimus. 155 

"Vas Porto objedtio\ non >< Glenty 
prerersunlda: :Quippe Crimini in univer- 
ſo pænè orbe Chriſtiano Duc 


itur Hiſce 
Poetis,, nimiam in inhoneſtis rerum 
ideis Excogitandis Licentiam, nimiam- 


que in eiſdem erptimendi s 'obſcenita 
tem Affectaſſe. er oem,! 


Sed tamen eſt certum — re- 
ſpondeam. Siquando, parva Blan- 
ditiarum ſuarum quaſi ſtratagemata 
Explicantes, tali verborum uſi ſint de- 
lectu, qualem Religioſa dedignaretur 
morum fimplicitas, ortam inde ta- 
men vitioſam oblectationem omnem, 
non/fingulari cuidam turpitudini ab his 
unice affectatæ, ſed Communi potiſſi- 

mum 


7 HERE 0 one 0b jetrian, which +. 
muſt not paſs over, 15 that i is generaF # 


ly charged upon Theſe PozTs ; Imean, 
Their too great Licenſe, and Obſceni- 


* in Their Latat and ane, 
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| To Thi L would: Reply, That ren 
ſame Orcraſiom, They ſeem not to have. 
been very Scompulons about the Termt 
They made uſe of in Communicating 
their eAwmorous fdventers, it ought 
| not to be imputed to a Scandalous Sin- 
SLY! ne but to the Cm 
In- 


s 
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mum atque Effrenatz illius, in qui 
viguere, ætatis Licentiz attribuere nos 
debere contendo. Siquidem ejuſdem 
reum criminis Agimus Horatium; Ha. 
bere certe debemus confitentem re. 
um. Porro autem ipſe Virgilius, cu. 
jus ad Cœlos uſque tollitur Modeſtia, 
Multa in Bucolicis ſcriplit, quæ, apud 
nos, Laſciva atque ab honeſtate remota 


ponuntur. Ne plura, totum argumen- 


tum Hzc Unica Conſideratio Determi- 
nat. Qui animum honis & Intaminatis 
vitæ Inſtitutis retinet Imbutum, ille 


cum hiſce Autlioribus verſari facillimè 
W Omnis Expers (periculi-conragi- 
Atque Quantum ad eos ſpectat, 
inn. Improbitas fuperat Ingenium 
(Execrabilius autem accidere . fatuo 
- Dihil poteſt ). illi Proprii . 8 inſenſati 
quidem vill tempeſtate abrepti, aras 
ä | focoſque 


— 


n Tt 
Indulgence. of the Act in which They 
Flouriſned. HORACE": muſt Plead 
Guilty to the ſame Indictment. Nay, 
VIRGIL Himſelf, as Applauded as 
HE is for Modeſty, hatht left many Ex- 
preſiaun in his BCLOGOUES that 
might be Argued of Mantouneſo. Af 
ter All, the whole Matter will turn 
upon this Single Point. A Perſon 
whoſe Principles are Uncorrupted may 
freely Converſe with Theſe AuTHoRs 
without Danger Of Infection: And for 
Such whochave more Mickedueſo than 
Mit. ( the greateſt Curſe that can befal 
a Foo) their ſenſteſs Vice will tempt 
Them to Pervert even the moſt Sacred 
Things tothe vileſt Purpbſer. 'How- 
ever, though eAll their POEMS may 
be Read in the Originals witly Safety, 


1 do mot ptetend ta nen 


tas) - 
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en * res omnes quam maxumꝭ 
facras, | Nequiſfimi cujuſque facinoris 
- perpetrandi..gratdi, proſternent. At, 
Quandoquidem Omnia horum poeta· 
rum Carmina, uti erant primitus & 
Latine ſeripta, tute & ſine labe Legi 
queant; ſingula tamen, falvi4 morum 
Pietate, anglicè reddi poſſe, Minime 
d Sed, quum multa poſſint 
Dolendum videtur, Linguam Anglice- 
Nam non perfrui pluribus, quippe qu 
Ditiorem redderentSermonem noſtrum, 
atque pleniorem Dulcium varietate 
Imaginum, quæ r ſunt [Ne 
ei e e 


5 Qui vero twiiſee 3 benin 
in fe Suſceperint, illi profecto deſuda · 
bunt, Cum novum pafeim invenient 


Labores 3 ad rius 
"Eg lem 
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be Tranſlated with Decency. But fince 
Many of Them may, it is Pity, L* 
think, We have not More of Them 
in ExXGL1SH, to Enrich our Language 
with a Variety of Pleaſeng Beer 
that are as FO as Nee are De- 
Adm 1s One: 2 1 
l lye upon the Hands of Any 60 | 
| fhalll Wadertake this' Work, and Tit 
ariſeth from their frequent c Alan to 
the Ceremonies and Notions of Their 
RELIGION, Iaſtances of This abound 
even in T heſe Copies of their Verſes | 
that are wit the moſt in the Spirit of 
Lew DNESS-: 1 As Solsksririox hath 
ever been z | Eſpecial Baud to Lusr) 


But for All-fueb by. are . to be 


Tranſlated, (they! ma 
20 


— 


lem Religionis cube . perde. 


quælibet Dogmata alte reſpicientibus 


Oriundos. Hiſce Exemplis abundant 


Ea Carmina, in quibus Reperitur maxi- 
ma vis Libidinis: NempeLaſciviæ Len- 
oginari Superſtitio Jugiter ſolet. Quan- 


tum autem ad illa attinet, quæ non inde- 
cora Tralatione digna ſunt, Eaquidem 


Omnia, paucis illuſtrata Commentariis, 
non ſolum Erunt Intellectu facilia, ve- 
rum Etiam Lœctoribus merè Anglica- 


nis magnam afferent Voluptatem. 
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\ few Explanatory Notes not only In- 


telligible, but very Entertaining, to 
4 mere E-NGLisH Reader. 
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